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Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. DOOLITTLE) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2821, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 659, H.R. 795, H.R. 2140,
and H.R. 2821, the four bills just de-
bated.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

AMENDING THE IMMIGRATION
AND NATIONALITY ACT REGARD-
ING ADOPTED ALIENS

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, | move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 2886) to amend the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
provide that an adopted alien who is
less than 18 years of age may be consid-
ered a child under such Act if adopted
with or after a sibling who is a child
under such Act.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2886

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROVIDING THAT AN ADOPTED
ALIEN WHO IS LESS THAN 18 YEARS
OF AGE MAY BE CONSIDERED A
CHILD UNDER THE IMMIGRATION
AND NATIONALITY ACT IF ADOPTED
WITH OR AFTER A SIBLING WHO IS A
CHILD UNDER SUCH ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(b)(1) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E)—

(A) by inserting “‘(i)”’ after *“(E)”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(ii) subject to the same proviso as in
clause (i), a child who (1) is a natural sibling
of a child described in clause (i) or subpara-
graph (F)(i); (11) was adopted by the adoptive
parent or parents of the sibling described in
such clause or subparagraph; and (111) is oth-
erwise described in clause (i), except that the
child was adopted while under the age of
eighteen years; or’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (F)—

(A) by inserting ‘(i) after “(F)"’;

(B) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(ii) subject to the same provisos as in
clause (i), a child who (l) is a natural sibling
of a child described in clause (i) or subpara-
graph (E)(i); (1) has been adopted abroad, or
is coming to the United States for adoption,
by the adoptive parent (or prospective adop-
tive parent) or parents of the sibling de-
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scribed in such clause or subparagraph; and
(111) is otherwise described in clause (i), ex-
cept that the child is under the age of eight-
een at the time a petition is filed in his or
her behalf to accord a classification as an
immediate relative under section 201(b).”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATING TO
NATURALIZATION.—

(1) DEFINITION OF CHILD.—Section 101(c)(1)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(c)) is amended by striking ‘‘six-
teen years,” and inserting ‘‘sixteen years
(except to the extent that the child is de-
scribed in subparagraph (E)(ii) or (F)(ii) of
subsection (b)(1)),”.

(2) CERTIFICATE OF CITIZENSHIP.—Section
322(a)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1433(a)(4)) is amended—

(A) by striking ““16 years’” and inserting
‘16 years (except to the extent that the child
is described in clause (ii) of subparagraph (E)
or (F) of section 101(b)(1))’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (E) or (F) of
section 101(b)(1).” and inserting ‘‘either of
such subparagraphs.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2886, a bill in-
troduced by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HORN), amends the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act and pro-
vides that an older child who is 16 or 17
years old may be adopted with or after
the adoption of a younger sibling who
is a child under such act.

Currently, the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act permits a foreign-born
child who has been adopted by a United
States citizen parent to be classified as
an immediate relative child for pur-
poses of immigration to the United
States. To qualify, the child must be
under the age of 16 at the time an im-
migrant visa petition is filed on the
child’s behalf.

Since most parents prefer to adopt
infants or very young children, older
children constitute a relatively small
portion of the adoptive children admit-
ted as immigrants. However, in cases
involving siblings, adoptive parents
often wish to adopt the older child or
children in order to keep the family
group intact. If the oldest child hap-
pens to be 16 or 17, there is no way
under current law for that child to im-
migrate to the United States.

A typical case would likely involve a
group of siblings, one 16 or 17 years old
who had been orphaned. A United
States citizen family is willing to
adopt all of the siblings in order to
keep them together but, under current
law, the oldest child cannot immigrate
to the United States. The result would
be either separation of the older child
from the sibling group or, in cases
where foreign adoption authorities will
not prevent the separation of siblings,
the U.S. citizen loses the opportunity
to adopt any of the children.

The bill authored by the gentleman
from California (Mr. HORN) would allow
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minor orphaned siblings to stay to-
gether when being adopted by U.S. citi-
zens. The bill would allow a 16- or 17-
year-old child to qualify as an imme-
diate relative child if the U.S. citizen
parents have also adopted a sibling of
that child who is under the age of 16.

This bill thus would achieve the goal
of maintaining family unity in a rel-
atively small number of cases involv-
ing the adoption of siblings one of
whom is age 16 or 17 at the time the
adoptive parents file immigrant visa
petitions on the children’s behalf, and |
urge the House to adopt H.R. 2886.

Madam Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | wish
to commend the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HorN) for his hard work in
sponsoring this bill and the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
for shepherding this bill through com-
mittee and now bringing this to the
floor for consideration.

The Immigration and Nationality
Act provides immigration and natu-
ralization benefits for the alien chil-
dren of United States citizens. The
word child, however, is a term of art
with various definitions. In order to be
considered a child in the basis of an
adoption, an alien must be an unmar-
ried person under 21 years of age who is
adopted while under the age of 16
years. This bill would expand the defi-
nition of an adopted child to include an
adoptive person between the ages of 16
and 18, provided that the child who is
between 16 and 18 is a natural sibling of
a child adopted while under the age of
16.

This bill would achieve a worthwhile
purpose. If a United States citizen
adopts a 15-year-old child, they should
also be able to obtain immigration ben-
efits for the child’s 17-year-old sibling
if they adopt the sibling too. Since
most parents prefer to adopt infants, or
very young children, older children
constitute a relatively small portion of
the adopted children admitted as im-
migrants.

According to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, out of a total
of 11,316 immigrant orphans admitted
in fiscal year 1996, only 351 were age 10
or older. However, in cases involving
siblings, adoptive parents frequently
wish to adopt the older child or chil-
dren in order to keep a family group in-
tact. If the oldest sibling happens to be
16 or 17, there is no way under current
law that the child can immigrate to
the U.S. This bill would change that.

H.R. 2886 will further the goal of
maintaining family unity in the rel-
atively small number of cases involv-
ing the adoption of siblings, one of
whom is 16 or 17 at the time the adop-
tive parents file visa petitions on the
children’s behalf.
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